
A  STUDY  I N  THE  WHOLE  COUNSE L  OF  SCRI PTURE

The Grammar

of Prayer
Every mode, condition, obstacle and answer the Bible attaches to speaking with

God — with the Hebrew and Greek vocabulary underneath, the corporate

practice around it, and the literature worth your remaining reading hours.

NINETEEN PARTS WORD STUDY & EXPOSITION TEACHING NOTES THROUGHOUT

HOW  TH I S  PAG E  I S  L AYE RE D

The body is written for study — it assumes you can handle original-language vocabulary and

disputed readings, and it flags where careful people disagree rather than smoothing it over.

Boxes marked Take it to the group convert each part into class material: discussion questions

and one practice. Part XIX holds a six-session teaching plan and a short, self-contained

version suitable for publishing on its own.

Boxes marked Handle with care mark places where a text is commonly misapplied.

Part  I Why pray at all

Prayer in Scripture is not first a technique for getting things. It is the creature's answer to a God who speaks.

Everything else — the petitions, the conditions, the chains and watches — grows out of that.

The Bible does not introduce prayer with instructions. It introduces it as something that began: "At that time people began to call

upon the name of the Lord" Gen 4:26. The phrase is הוָה ם יְ שֵׁ  א בְּ רָ קָ qara' beshem YHWH — to call on the name. It presumes a

name has been given. Prayer is response before it is request.

This is why Calvin could head the longest chapter in the Institutes "Of Prayer, which is the Chief Exercise of Faith." Faith receives a

word; prayer is faith speaking back. Remove the prior word and prayer becomes a monologue aimed at the ceiling — which is

exactly what the prophets mock in the priests of Baal 1 Kgs 18:26–29.
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The engineer's objection

If God is omniscient, he already knows the need — and Jesus says so plainly: "your Father knows what you need before you ask

him" Matt 6:8. If God is immutable and his purposes are settled, prayer cannot alter the outcome. So what is prayer doing?

The classical answer, worked out most carefully by Aquinas, is that prayer is not a lever on God's will but a cause inside it. In

Summa Theologiae II-II, q.83, a.2, he puts it this way: we do not pray in order to change the divine disposition, but in order to

obtain by our prayers that which God has arranged to be granted through prayer. Providence ordains ends and the means to those

ends. Prayer is one of the ordained means, and a real one — not a placebo administered to the creature while God does something

else.

Put in terms you would use for any other system: God does not merely specify the output state; he specifies the whole causal chain,

and prayer is a load-bearing member of it. To say "it was going to happen anyway" is to strip a link out of the chain and then claim

the chain would hold. The correct counterfactual is not "would this have happened without prayer?" but "was prayer part of the

path by which God ordained it?"

Two further answers stand alongside that one. First, God is not only producing outcomes; he is producing a people. The praying

does something to the pray-er that the bare outcome never could — a theme we return to in Part XII. Second, God wants to be

asked. That is a statement about fatherhood, not mechanics Matt 7:9–11. A father who supplies every need silently and unasked has

raised a well-fed stranger.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

If God already knows, why does he tell us to ask? Push past the first answer anyone gives.

Where have you treated prayer as a way of informing God rather than responding to him?

Practice: before praying this week, read four verses first. Let the prayer be an answer to

something.
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Part  I I The vocabulary

English flattens a dozen distinct words into "pray." The distinctions are where most of the doctrine actually lives, and

one verse — 1 Tim 2:1 — stacks four of them in a single sentence.

Hebrew

לָּה  פִ תְּ
tephillah

The standard noun for prayer, from the root פלל palal, whose reflexive stem hitpallel carries the sense

to interpose, to place oneself between. Used roughly eighty times. The Hebrew for "pray" is built on

the image of a man stepping into a gap — which makes intercession not one kind of prayer but the root

metaphor of prayer itself.

נָּה חִ תְּ
techinnah

Supplication for favor, from חנן chanan, "to be gracious." The plea of someone with no claim.

Solomon's dedication prayer alternates tephillah and techinnah throughout 1 Kgs 8.

ק עַ ק / צָ עַ זָ
za'aq / tsa'aq

To cry out — the wordless shout of the oppressed. Israel in Egypt "groaned… and cried out for help,"

and God heard it as prayer before anyone framed a petition Ex 2:23–25.

יחַ שִׂ
siach

To muse, rehearse, pour out a complaint. "Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and

moan" Ps 55:17. Psalm 102 is titled a prayer of one who "pours out his siach before the Lord."

Complaint is a canonical prayer genre.

גַע פָּ
paga'

To encounter, to fall upon, and so to intercede. The Servant "makes intercession for the transgressors"

Isa 53:12; Jeremiah is forbidden to paga' for Judah Jer 7:16. It is a word of collision, not politeness.

ה יָדָ
yadah

In the causative stem, to give thanks, to praise; in the reflexive, to confess sin Lev 16:21; Ezra 10:1. One

root produces both thanksgiving and confession, because both are the same act: saying out loud what is

true — about him, and about me.

Greek

προσευχή
proseuchē

The general word, and in the New Testament always directed to God — never used of a request to a

human being. Its verb proseuchomai appears around 85 times. This is prayer as such.

The Grammar of Prayer · ervbible.ervbo.com 3



δέησις
deē sis

Petition arising out of need — the word is cognate with "to lack." "Let your requests be made known

to God" uses it Phil 4:6. Wherever deē sis appears, an emptiness is being named.

ἔντευξις
enteuxis

Intercession, from entunchanō  — to meet with someone, and specifically to approach a superior on

another's behalf. The same verb describes Christ's ongoing work: "he always lives to make intercession for

them" Heb 7:25; Rom 8:34. Our intercession is a participation in his.

εὐχαριστία
eucharistia

Thanksgiving — eu (well) + charis (grace). Thanks is grace acknowledged as grace.

αἰτέω / ἐρωτάω
aiteō  / erō taō

Two verbs for asking. Aiteō  is the request of a lesser to a greater; erō taō  can carry the tone of one on level

footing. R. C. Trench observed that Jesus never uses aiteō  of his own praying, only erō taō , and read it as

a hint of his standing with the Father. Hold this loosely — modern lexicography finds the two verbs

heavily overlapping in Koine, and the distinction may be Trench's classical ear rather than John's intent.

παρρησία
parrē sia

Freedom of speech; the right to speak plainly in a public assembly. A political word before it is a

religious one. "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace" Heb 4:16; "we have boldness

and access with confidence through our faith in him" Eph 3:12; 1 John 5:14. The Christian has standing

in the court.

προσκαρτερέω
proskartereō

To persist, attach oneself firmly, stay put. The word for the upper room Acts 1:14, for the first

church's devotion "to the prayers" Acts 2:42, and for the command "continue steadfastly in prayer"

Col 4:2; Rom 12:12.

ἀγωνίζομαι
agō nizomai

To contend as in the arena. Epaphras is "always struggling on your behalf in his prayers" Col 4:12. Prayer

has a register in which it is athletic labor, not restfulness.

ἐκτενῶς
ektenō s

Stretched out, strained, at full extension. "Earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church"

while Peter was in prison Acts 12:5. The image is a taut rope, not loud volume.

βατταλογέω
battalogeō

To babble, heap up empty words Matt 6:7. Note carefully what Jesus forbids: not length, not repetition

— he repeats himself three times in Gethsemane — but volume of words used as leverage.
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TH E  FOU R-WORD  VE RS E

"First of all, then, I urge that supplications (deē seis), prayers (proseuchas), intercessions

(enteuxeis), and thanksgivings (eucharistias) be made for all people" 1 Tim 2:1.

Paul is not showing off vocabulary. He is telling a congregation that its public prayer should

have range — need, God-ward address, advocacy for others, gratitude — and that the range

should extend "for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions." A church whose

prayers are all deē sis has three-quarters of the instrument unused.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Read 1 Tim 2:1–4 aloud with the four Greek words substituted in. Which of the four is weakest

in our meetings?

Hitpallel — "to place oneself in the gap." Who are you standing in the gap for by name?

Practice: pray one prayer this week using only yadah — no requests, only saying back what

is true.
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Part  I I I The modes of prayer

These are not a ladder to be climbed or a sequence to be completed. They are registers — the range a full prayer life

moves through, the way a competent instrument covers its whole compass.

1. Adoration FOR WHO  HE  IS

Praise addressed to God for his own character, independent of anything received. The Lord's Prayer opens here — "hallowed be

your name" Matt 6:9 — and so does the throne room of heaven, where the four living creatures say nothing about benefits at all

Rev 4:8–11.

Adoration is commonly treated as the warm-up before the real business. Scripture treats it as the real business. Psalm 145 is an

entire prayer of adoration with one petition in it. If you cannot pray for ten minutes without asking for something, that is diagnostic.

2. Confession SAYING  THE  SAME  THING

The Greek is ὁμολογέω homologeō  — to say the same thing as. Confession is not informing God of a fault or performing remorse; it

is agreeing with his verdict. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us" 1 John 1:9.

The great biblical confessions are startlingly corporate. Daniel, whose personal integrity the book goes out of its way to establish,

prays "we have sinned and done wrong" Dan 9:5. So do Ezra Ezra 9 and Nehemiah Neh 1:6–7. None of them exempts himself. A

church that confesses only individually has lost a category Scripture uses constantly.

I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord," and you

forgave the iniquity of my sin.

PSALM  32:5

3. Thanksgiving GRACE  ACKNOWLEDGED

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you" 1 Thess 5:18 — one of the few places Scripture

flatly states what God's will is. Thanksgiving is also prescribed as the antidote to anxiety, and notice the word order: "by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known" Phil 4:6. Gratitude is meant to be mixed into the petition, not filed

afterward.

Thanksgiving is the memory function of a prayer life. Of ten lepers healed, one came back Luke 17:15–18 — and the nine were not

ungrateful people so much as people who did not keep the ledger. Thomas Goodwin built a whole treatise on this: the Christian

should watch for the return of his prayers as a merchant watches for his ships.
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4. Supplication ASKING  OUT OF NEED

The plainest mode and the one most apologized for. Jesus never apologizes for it: "Ask, and it will be given to you" Matt 7:7; "Give us

this day our daily bread" Matt 6:11. James diagnoses an entire category of Christian poverty in five words: "You do not have, because

you do not ask" James 4:2.

Specificity is a form of faith. Blind Bartimaeus is asked, by the Son of God who obviously knows, "What do you want me to do for

you?" Mark 10:51. The question is not for information.

5. Intercession STANDING  IN  THE  GAP

The largest category in Scripture and the one most under-practised. Abraham bargains for Sodom Gen 18:22–33. Moses stands

between God and Israel until the text can say "he stood in the breach before him, to turn away his wrath" Ps 106:23; Ex 32:11–14.

Samuel calls ceasing to intercede a sin: "far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you" 1 Sam 12:23.

Job's fortunes turn "when he had prayed for his friends" — the friends who had spent thirty chapters accusing him Job 42:10.

And God looks for intercessors the way a commander looks for a man to hold a position: "I sought for a man among them who

should build up the wall and stand in the breach before me for the land… but I found none" Ezek 22:30.

The theological ground is that Christ intercedes Heb 7:25 and the Spirit intercedes Rom 8:26–27. Human intercession is not a fourth

party lobbying the throne; it is being drawn into a conversation already underway inside God.

6. Listening THE  RECEPTIVE  REGISTER

"Speak, for your servant hears" 1 Sam 3:10. "I will take my stand at my watchpost… and look out to see what he will say to me"

Hab 2:1. "Be still, and know that I am God" Ps 46:10. Ecclesiastes gives the sharpest instruction: "Guard your steps when you go to

the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools… let your words be few" Eccl 5:1–2.

What God has actually said is in the Scriptures, and the primary discipline of listening is therefore reading. Impressions, burdens and

inward nudges are real experiences and may well be the Spirit's work, but they are not revelation of the same order, they are not self-

authenticating, and every one of them is subject to the written word Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1.

HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

"Be still and know" Ps 46:10 is not, in context, an invitation to contemplative quiet. It is

addressed to the raging nations: stop — and recognise who I am. The devotional use is not

wrong, but it is borrowed, and a teacher should say so.
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7. Lament AUTHORIZED  COMPLAINT

Roughly a third of the Psalter. If your list of the kinds of prayer omits lament, the list is not biblical. Psalm 13 begins "How long, O

Lord? Will you forget me forever?" Psalm 88 ends — in the canon, unresolved — with "darkness is my closest friend." Jeremiah

accuses God to his face Jer 20:7. Habakkuk opens with "How long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?" Hab 1:2.

This matters pastorally more than almost anything else in this document. God has not merely tolerated such prayers; he has

published them as models. A congregation taught only triumphant prayer will fall silent in the year it most needs to speak.

8. Imprecation HANDING  OVER VENGEANCE

Psalms 35, 69, 109, 137; the martyrs under the altar crying "How long before you will judge and avenge our blood?" Rev 6:10. These

prayers are not permission to hate. They are the mechanism by which a wronged person transfers the case: "Beloved, never avenge

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God" Rom 12:19. The man who prays Psalm 109 has, precisely, stopped acting.

Held together with "pray for those who persecute you" Matt 5:44, the New Testament shape is: plead for the enemy's repentance, and

commit his judgment, if he will not repent, to the only Judge competent to conduct it.

9. Vow and dedication BINDING  ONESELF

Hannah prays for a son and pledges him back 1 Sam 1:11. Jacob at Bethel Gen 28:20–22. "So will I ever sing praises to your name, as

I perform my vows day after day" Ps 61:8. The warning attached is severe — better not to vow than to vow and not pay Eccl 5:4–5 —

which is itself evidence that God takes the words of prayer as binding speech, not as sentiment.

10. Blessing and benediction SPEAKING  GOOD  OVER OTHERS

The Aaronic blessing Num 6:24–26 is prayer in the form of declaration, and God attaches a promise to it: "So shall they put my name

upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them." The apostolic benedictions do the same 2 Cor 13:14; Heb 13:20–21; Jude 24–25. To

bless is to ask God's good for someone in their hearing, which is why it belongs at the end of a gathering and at the door of a home.
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11. Praying in the Spirit DISPUTED  TERRITORY, HONESTLY

"Praying at all times in the Spirit" Eph 6:18; "praying in the Holy Spirit" Jude 20; "I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my

mind also" 1 Cor 14:15.

Continuationists read these as including prayer in tongues, a private prayer language edifying to the one praying 1 Cor 14:4.

Cessationists read "in the Spirit" as praying in the Spirit's power and in accord with his word, and take the tongues material as tied

to the apostolic era. Both positions are held by serious exegetes; state both when you teach it.

Two points nearly everyone grants. First, Rom 8:26 — the Spirit interceding "with groanings too deep for words" — is most naturally

read not as tongues but as the Spirit's own wordless advocacy, since the groans are inexpressible. Second, on either view, the ordinary

Christian's prayer is Spirit-enabled: "you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 'Abba! Father!'"

Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6.

12. The arrow prayer PRAYER IN  THE  GAPS

Artaxerxes asks Nehemiah what he wants. Between the question and the answer, one clause: "So I prayed to the God of heaven. And

I said to the king…" Neh 2:4–5. There was no time to kneel. This is the practical content of "pray without ceasing" 1 Thess 5:17 — not

continuous words, but a life in which the channel is never closed and the reflex is never lost.

13. Fasting with prayer THE  BODY  BROUGHT IN

Ezra proclaims a fast at the river Ahava "that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him a safe journey"

Ezra 8:21–23. The Antioch church is "worshiping the Lord and fasting" when the Spirit speaks Acts 13:2–3. Jesus assumes the

practice — "when you fast," not "if" Matt 6:16–18.

Fasting does not add force to a petition. It removes a competitor. It is the body's way of saying what the mouth is saying, and its

usual first effect is to expose how much of our appetite for God is theoretical.

14. The prayer of faith over the sick THE  CHURCH'S  MINISTRY

"Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name

of the Lord" James 5:14–16. Note the structure: the sick person initiates, the elders come, the prayer is corporate and official,

confession is bound up with it, and the promise — "the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick" — sits in a letter that has already

said "you ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly" James 4:3. James is not naïve. He is prescribing a practice the modern

church has largely dropped.
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ON  ACTS ,  AND  I TS  L I M I TS

The familiar scheme — Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication — is a fine scaffold

for a beginner and an inadequate description of biblical prayer. It has no room for lament,

intercession, listening, imprecation or vow, and its fixed order implies a protocol that the

Psalms cheerfully violate. Teach it as training wheels, and then take the wheels off.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Which of the fourteen have you never once prayed? Be specific about why.

Read Psalm 88 aloud, all of it, without adding a resolution at the end. What does it do to the

room?

Practice: assign one mode per person for a week; report back on what changed.

The Grammar of Prayer · ervbible.ervbo.com 10



Part  I V To the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit

One verse gives the complete architecture of Christian prayer: "through him we both have access in one Spirit to the

Father" Eph 2:18. Every question about how prayer works resolves into that sentence.

What "in Jesus' name" actually means

"Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son" John 14:13. The promise recurs five times

across the Upper Room discourse John 14:13–14; 15:16; 16:23–24, 26. It is the most sweeping promise attached to prayer anywhere

in Scripture, and the most commonly reduced to a verbal formula stapled to the end of a sentence.

In the ancient world, to act "in the name of" someone was to act with their delegated authority and in their interest — as an envoy

signs in the name of the king. Three things follow:

And then John 16:26 removes any picture of a reluctant Father needing to be worked on through a sympathetic Son: "In that day

you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you." The

mediation of Christ is not a workaround for the Father's coldness. It is the Father's own provision.

Boldness as the appropriate posture

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

HEBREWS  4:16

The word is parrē sia — the citizen's right to speak freely in the assembly. Hebrews chooses a political term for a religious act, and

pairs it with an oxymoron: a throne — the seat of absolute authority — of grace. Spurgeon preached this text on 19 November 1871

and worked exactly that tension: we come to a throne, so with reverence; a throne of grace, so without terror.

Note also what it says the throne dispenses: mercy and grace to help, "in time of need" — literally, timely help. Not always the help

we specified. Always help, and on time.

On his merit, not mine. The name is the ground of admission. I do not have standing at that throne; he does, and he has

lent it Heb 10:19–22.

1

In union with him. An envoy who contradicts his king has no authority. Which is why the promise is restated with a

condition attached: "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish" John 15:7.

2

For his stated purpose. The clause "that the Father may be glorified in the Son" is not decoration; it is the criterion. A

request that would not glorify the Father is not being asked in the Son's name however the sentence ends.

3
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The Spirit's part

Two distinct works. First, he gives the standing its felt reality: "you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,

'Abba! Father!'" Rom 8:15. Second, he corrects and carries the prayer itself:

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes

for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

ROMANS  8:26–27

This is the most consoling sentence in the theology of prayer. Paul's premise is that we do not know what to ask — not that we are

occasionally uncertain, but that ignorance is our standing condition. The remedy is not better information. It is a second Intercessor

inside us translating a request we could not formulate into terms that match the will of God exactly.

So: two intercessors, one above and one within. The believer's prayer is bracketed on both sides by God himself.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Try praying a whole prayer without the phrase "in Jesus' name," while making sure the

prayer is genuinely offered in his name. What changes?

Where does "that the Father may be glorified in the Son" cut against something on your list?

Practice: pray one request through the full architecture out loud — to the Father, naming the

Son's merit as your ground, asking the Spirit to correct the request.
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Part  V God's will, and pleading Scripture

"This is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us" 1 John 5:14.

Which raises the only question that matters: how does a man know the will of God well enough to pray inside it?

Two senses of "will"

Scripture uses the term in two ways, and conflating them produces most of the confusion about unanswered prayer.

WILL  OF  DECREE WILL  OF  COMMAND

What God has determined will happen. Hidden until it

happens. "Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he

pleases" Ps 115:3.

What God has revealed that he loves and requires. Public, written,

addressed to us. "This is the will of God, your sanctification"

1 Thess 4:3.

We submit to it. We cannot pray by it, because we cannot read

it in advance.

We pray by it. Every line of it is legitimate material for petition.

"Not as I will, but as you will" Matt 26:39. "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven"

Matt 6:10.

So praying "according to his will" is not a matter of guessing the decree. It is a matter of saturating your requests in what he has said

he loves — and then adding, over everything whose outcome is hidden, the Gethsemane clause. Jesus models both halves in one

sentence: a specific, urgent, personal request — "let this cup pass from me" — followed by full submission. He does not suppress the

desire in order to look resigned. He states it and then hands it over.

Praying the commands and promises back to God

The most striking habit of the great biblical pray-ers is that they quote God to himself.

Jacob at the Jabbok: "O God of my father Abraham… who said to me, 'Return to your country… and I will do you good'… But

you said, 'I will surely do you good'" Gen 32:9–12.

Moses at Sinai, with the nation under sentence, argues from three grounds — God's investment, God's reputation among the

Egyptians, and God's sworn oath to the patriarchs: "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel… to whom you swore by your own

self" Ex 32:11–13.

David, given the dynastic promise, immediately prays it back: "And now, O Lord God… do as you have spoken" 2 Sam 7:25.

Daniel reads in Jeremiah that the exile will last seventy years — and therefore sets his face to seek God in prayer and fasting

Dan 9:2–3. The prophecy did not make prayer unnecessary; it told him what to pray for. This single verse answers the whole "why

pray if God has decreed it" objection better than any argument.
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Spurgeon devoted a sermon to this — "Order and Argument in Prayer," on Job 23:3–4, "I would fill my mouth with arguments."

His point: God invites reasoned pleading. "Come now, let us reason together" Isa 1:18 is not only about salvation. A prayer that

marshals God's own commitments is not presumptuous; it is the form of prayer the Bible most consistently rewards.

HOW  TO  BU I L D  A  PRAYE R  OU T  O F  A  TE XT

1. Read a short passage — a psalm, a paragraph of an epistle, one of Paul's prayers.

2. Find what it says about God. Adore that.

3. Find what it commands. Confess where you have not done it; ask for power to.

4. Find what it promises. Name the promise back and ask for its substance.

5. Find who else needs this. Intercede for them out of the same text.

This is the method of Matthew Henry's A Method for Prayer (1710), which supplies scriptural

language under every head, and of Donald Whitney's Praying the Bible (2015), which reduces it

to one rule: pray through a psalm, saying whatever each line prompts. Whitney's observation is

worth the price of the book — the reason our prayers are boring is that we say the same old

things about the same old things, and the cure is not more discipline but different material.

HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

Pleading a promise requires that the promise be yours. Much of Scripture's specific promissory

material was spoken to Israel, to an individual, or to the apostles in a defined situation. "I know

the plans I have for you" Jer 29:11 was addressed to exiles facing seventy years in Babylon. The

character of God it reveals applies to you; the particular guarantee was theirs. The rule: plead

the promise at the level at which it is made, and let the New Testament tell you which promises

are extended to the church in Christ 2 Cor 1:20.
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TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Read Dan 9:1–19. Daniel knew the outcome was fixed. Why did he pray for two more

chapters?

Each person: bring one promise you can legitimately plead, and say why it is yours.

Practice: pray one of Paul's prayers Eph 1:15–23; 3:14–21; Phil 1:9–11; Col 1:9–14 for a named

person every day for a week.
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Part  VI Praying together

The prayer Jesus taught has no singular pronoun in it. Our Father. Give us. Forgive us. Lead us. The default setting of

Christian prayer is plural, and private prayer is the plural said alone.

The first church's habit

Luke keeps returning to it with the same two words. The hundred and twenty "with one accord (homothymadon) were devoting

themselves (proskarterountes) to prayer" Acts 1:14. After Pentecost they devoted themselves "to the apostles' teaching and the

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers" Acts 2:42 — with the definite article, which suggests appointed, structured,

corporate prayer rather than occasional spontaneity.

Acts 4 is the model case. Peter and John are released under threat; the church gathers, and prays — by quoting Psalm 2 straight

back to God, applying it to Herod and Pilate, and then asking not for safety but for boldness. "And when they had prayed, the place

in which they were gathered together was shaken" Acts 4:23–31. Scripture-saturated, situation-specific, corporate, and answered

visibly.

Acts 12 is the comic one, and the more encouraging. Peter is in prison; "earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church"

Acts 12:5. The angel brings him out. He knocks. The servant girl Rhoda recognises his voice, is so overjoyed she forgets to open the

door, and the praying church tells her she is out of her mind Acts 12:13–16. God answers prayers his people can barely believe he is

answering. Weak faith in a strong God still gets a man out of prison.

The agreement text

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For

where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.

MATTHEW  18:19–20

"Agree" is συμφωνέω symphōneō  — to sound together. It is a beautiful promise and a badly abused one. Read the context: verses

15–18 are about church discipline, and this saying concludes them. The primary reference is to the assembled congregation acting in

Christ's name in a matter of judgment, with heaven's ratification. It is not a guarantee that any two Christians who coordinate a

request have thereby obligated God.

What it does establish, and this is a great deal, is that Christ locates his presence in the smallest praying gathering. Two

believers praying are not a consolation prize for a poorly attended meeting. They are a quorum with the Lord in the room.

Public prayer as an office

"First of all, then, I urge that supplications… be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions" 1 Tim 2:1–2. When

Paul gives Timothy his instructions for ordering public worship, the first item is corporate prayer, and its scope is political and
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universal — including for rulers whose policy the church would not have endorsed.

Teaching people to pray well in public is a real pastoral duty, and mostly unmet. Four marks of a public prayer that edifies:

HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

Jesus' warning about praying "to be seen by others" Matt 6:5 sits in the same sermon as his

assumption that disciples pray together. He is not forbidding public prayer; he is forbidding an

audience. The tells are familiar: the prayer that instructs the congregation, the prayer that

rebukes someone present under cover of addressing God, the prayer that reports news, the

prayer with a discernible introduction and three points.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Audible and unhurried enough to be joined. Everyone else is praying your prayer; they cannot say amen to what they did not

hear.

Plural. If a public prayer would read identically in a private journal, it is being performed in front of the church rather than

offered on its behalf.

Scriptural. Borrowed language raises the ceiling. Most of us have a private prayer vocabulary of about forty phrases.

Short. Almost every public prayer improves by a third when cut by a third.

Pray Acts 4:24–30 as a group, substituting your own city and your own opposition. Notice

what they asked for and what they didn't.

Honest question: does our praying together sound like people talking to God, or like people

talking to each other with their eyes closed?

Practice: one meeting with no requests taken at all — only Scripture read and prayed.
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Part  VI I Chains, watches and the weight of numbers

Does it matter how many people pray? Scripture's answer is layered, and getting the layers in the right order keeps a

prayer chain from turning into a petition drive.

What numbers are not

God is not moved by mass. He is not counting signatures, and the throne of grace is not a legislature where the whip matters. The

counter-evidence is decisive: one Moses stands in the breach for a nation Ps 106:23; one Elijah, "a man with a nature like ours," shuts

the sky for three and a half years James 5:17; God searches for a man to stand in the gap and finds none Ezek 22:30. If prayer worked

by volume, the Bible's great answered prayers would not so often be solo.

What numbers are

And yet Paul asks for more people, explicitly, and tells us why:

You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of

many.

2  CORINTHIANS  1:11

The Greek is denser than the English: "from many faces… through many." Paul's stated reason for wanting a large body of

intercessors is the size of the resulting thanksgiving. God arranges answers so that the largest possible number of people have to

praise him for them. Many askers produce many thankers, and the thanksgiving is part of the point of the answer.

Stack that with the other functions numbers serve and the doctrine is complete:

Watches: the biblical warrant for organized, continuous prayer

Sustained relay intercession is not a modern invention. Its charter texts are strong:

More faith exercised. Prayer is a means of grace to the one praying. Twenty intercessors means twenty people being

changed, not one request twenty times louder.

1

Union expressed. The body is one; when one member suffers, all suffer 1 Cor 12:26. Corporate intercession is that doctrine

turned into an activity.

2

The burden distributed. No single intercessor can carry a crisis for six months. A group can Gal 6:2.3

The thanksgiving multiplied 2 Cor 1:11 — the reason Paul gives.4

Comfort to the one prayed for. Not a theological mechanism but a real mercy, and Paul plainly counted on it.5
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On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall never be silent. You who put the Lord

in remembrance, take no rest, and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.

ISAIAH 62:6–7

Two phrases repay a long look. God himself posts the watchmen — the relentless intercession is his idea. And "give him no rest" is

astonishing: the God who commissions the watch authorizes the watch to besiege him. Prayer chains have a divine warrant, and the

warrant is aggressive.

Where the prayers go

The question underneath "does praying longer help?" is really: do the earlier prayers still exist? Revelation answers it twice. The

twenty-four elders hold "golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints" Rev 5:8. Then an angel takes a golden

censer, and "the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of all the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel" — and the

censer is filled with fire from the altar and thrown to the earth Rev 8:3–5.

Prayers accumulate. They are collected, kept, and at the appointed moment they come back down as fire. Nothing you prayed in

1994 has evaporated. That is the doctrinal basis for persistence, and it is a better one than "keep trying."

Running a prayer chain well

A protocol, offered as practice rather than doctrine:

Exodus 17:8–13. While Moses holds up his hands Israel prevails; when they drop, Amalek prevails. His hands grow heavy —

so Aaron and Hur put a stone under him and hold up his hands, "one on one side, and the other on the other side, so his hands

were steady until the going down of the sun." This is the archetype of the prayer chain: the intercessor's arms fail, and the answer

is not fewer hours of prayer but more hands.

The continual incense. Aaron burns incense every morning and evening, "a regular incense before the Lord throughout your

generations" Ex 30:7–8. Perpetual prayer was built into the structure of Israel's worship, not left to enthusiasm.

The night watch. "Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who stand by night in the house of the Lord" Ps 134:1.

Anna "did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day" Luke 2:37. The elect "cry to him day

and night" Luke 18:7.

Isaiah 62:6–7 — the most explicit commission of an organized watch anywhere in Scripture:

Consent and accuracy. Nothing circulates that the person has not agreed to circulate, in the words they agreed to. A prayer

chain is the fastest gossip network ever devised by the church; that is not a joke about it, it is the failure mode.

One coordinator, one channel. Requests in, verified, out once. Chains that fork produce rumour.

A text with every request. Attach one passage to pray from. This alone doubles the quality of what gets prayed and halves the

anxiety of it.

Real watches, honestly kept. Named half-hours, a real sign-up, a stated start and end. Twelve people covering six hours beats

"everyone please pray."

The Grammar of Prayer · ervbible.ervbo.com 19



I N  TH E  H I S TORY,  MARKE D  FOR  WHAT  I T  I S

Herrnhut, 1727. The Moravian community under Zinzendorf began a round-the-clock prayer

watch on 27 August 1727. It is traditionally reported to have continued without interruption

for a hundred years. The start is well documented; the century-long continuity is a claim that

rests largely on Moravian tradition — teach it as tradition.

Fulton Street, 1857. Jeremiah Lanphier opened a noon prayer meeting for businessmen in

lower Manhattan on 23 September 1857. Six men came to the first. Within months, daily noon

prayer meetings had spread across American cities. This one is well documented.

The Tabernacle boiler room. The story of Spurgeon taking visitors to the basement to show

them the praying congregation and calling it "the heating apparatus" is repeated everywhere

and sourced almost nowhere. What is documented is the Monday evening prayer meeting

itself, and Spurgeon's forty addresses to it, published as Only a Prayer Meeting (1901). Use the

documented thing.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Close the loop. Report the outcome — including when the outcome was no. A chain that never reports back trains people to

pray without expectation.

Retire requests. A list that only grows is a list nobody prays. Archive, and pray the archive on a cycle.

Confidentiality is a discipline, not a preference. Say it out loud at every meeting.

Exodus 17: who is holding up whose arms here, and who has nobody on either side?

If our prayers are being collected in bowls, which of our requests would we be embarrassed

to find still in the bowl?

Practice: set one twelve-hour watch for one specific need, with named half-hours and a text

for each slot.
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Part  VI I I Persistence, delay and duration

Jesus told two parables for the express purpose of explaining why answers are slow, and in both of them the point is

not God's reluctance but the pray-er's endurance.

The two parables

The friend at midnight Luke 11:5–8. A man wakes a neighbour for bread. The neighbour yields "because of his ἀναίδεια

anaideia" — literally shamelessness. (Translators split over whether the shamelessness is the asker's brazen persistence or the sleeper's

desire to avoid disgrace; either way the lesson stands, and the older reading — persistence — is how the passage has been preached

for centuries.) The argument is from lesser to greater: if an irritated neighbour yields to sheer nerve, how much more a Father?

The persistent widow Luke 18:1–8. Luke states the moral before the parable, which he almost never does: "He told them a parable

to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart." An unjust judge grants a widow's plea to be rid of her. Again, lesser

to greater — "will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?" And then the sting in the tail: "when the Son of

Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" The question is not whether God will answer. It is whether anyone will still be asking.

Why God delays

Does praying longer accomplish more?

Two errors to avoid, one on each side.

The first error is that duration is leverage — that God is worn down, or that accumulated hours constitute a claim. That is exactly

what Jesus rules out in Matt 6:7, and it turns prayer into a work. Spurgeon put the principle bluntly in "Ask and Have": the reason

we have not is that we ask not, or ask amiss — never that we did not log enough hours.

Because something is happening that we cannot see. Daniel prays, and the answer is dispatched the first day; the

messenger says he was withstood twenty-one days Dan 10:12–13. Delay is not always deliberation. Sometimes it is traffic in a

country we cannot observe.

1

Because the delay is part of the answer. Jesus, told that Lazarus is ill, "stayed two days longer in the place where he was"

John 11:6 — and the text says he did it because he loved them. The delay converted a healing into a resurrection.

2

Because the request needs purifying. "You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions"

James 4:3. Time on a request exposes the motive under it. Some prayers we would be ashamed to have answered in the form

we first prayed them.

3

Because God is making the asker. This is the largest reason, and the subject of Part XII.4

Because his clock is not ours. "If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay" Hab 2:3 — a sentence that

manages to say both things at once. "The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness" 2 Pet 3:9.

5
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The second error, more common among careful people, is that since duration is not leverage it must be pointless. But Scripture

plainly commends sustained prayer: "continue steadfastly" Col 4:2; "pray without ceasing" 1 Thess 5:17; "always struggling on your

behalf" Col 4:12; Elijah sends his servant back to look at the sea seven times 1 Kgs 18:43–44; Jesus prays the same words three times in

the garden Matt 26:44; Paul pleads three times about the thorn 2 Cor 12:8.

The resolution: duration is not force, it is fidelity — and fidelity is itself something God ordains and uses. The long prayer

does not overcome God's reluctance; it establishes the pray-er's constancy, keeps the need continuously before both parties, works

the request over until it fits the will of God, and accumulates in the bowls Rev 5:8. That is not nothing. It is most of the Christian life.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

What did you stop praying for, and was it because the answer came, because God said no, or

because you got tired?

"Will he find faith on earth?" Luke 18:8 — what would it look like for that question to be about

us?

Practice: choose one request and commit to it for a year, in writing, with a review date.
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Part  I X Answers, and how to read them

"Yes, no, and wait" is pastoral shorthand. It is not wrong so much as thin — it has no category for the answer that

arrives in a different currency, the answer granted in judgment, or the answer that changes the question.
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A fuller taxonomy

KIND  OF

ANSWER

CASE WHAT  IT  TEACHES

Granted as asked Hannah: "For this child I prayed, and the Lord has

granted me my petition" 1 Sam 1:27. Peter walks out of the

prison Acts 12:7–11.

The plain case is real and common. Don't become

so sophisticated about prayer that you stop

expecting it.

Granted

differently

The paralytic is lowered through a roof for his legs and is

given forgiveness first Mark 2:1–12.

God answers the request behind the request. He is

not being evasive; he is being accurate about the

need.

Refused, with

something better

named

Paul's thorn, three times pleaded: "My grace is sufficient

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness"

2 Cor 12:7–9.

The clearest "no" in the New Testament comes

with a reason, a substitute gift, and Paul's

agreement. Note that Paul stopped asking — and

boasted.

Granted much

later

"Your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will

bear you a son" Luke 1:13 — spoken to an old man who had

almost certainly stopped praying it.

The file was open the whole time. Heaven's latency

is not heaven's indifference.

Granted through

you

"Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers" — and in the next verse he sends the men who

prayed Matt 9:38–10:1.

See Part XII. Often the answer is a commission.

Refused in mercy Moses asks to cross the Jordan: "Enough from you; do

not speak to me of this matter again" Deut 3:23–27. David

fasts seven days for his child, and the child dies

2 Sam 12:16–23.

A "no" from God can be final, explicit, and loving

at once. Moses got Pisgah, and the Transfiguration.

Granted in

judgment

"He gave them what they asked, but sent a wasting

disease among them" Ps 106:15 — KJV: "sent leanness

into their soul."

The most frightening verse in this document. Some

prayers are answered as a punishment.

"Nevertheless, not my will" is a safety device.

Blocked by the

asker's state

Ps 66:18; Isa 1:15; 59:1–2; Prov 28:9; 1 Pet 3:7; James

4:3.

See Part XIII. The instrument, not the receiver, is

at fault.

Delayed by

unseen conflict

Daniel's twenty-one days Dan 10:12–13. Not every silence has a moral explanation. Some

have a military one.

Answered beyond

this life

"These all died in faith, not having received the things

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from

afar" Heb 11:13, 39–40.

The ledger does not close at the funeral. Some

prayers are answered in the resurrection and not

before.

The prayer itself

revised

"We do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the

Spirit himself intercedes" Rom 8:26.

Sometimes what happened is that God answered

the prayer you should have prayed.
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"Heard" is not the same as "granted" — and it is more than it sounds

And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

1  JOHN 5:15

John's logic moves from hearing to having, with nothing in between about timing. The confidence Scripture offers is not that the

delivery date is known but that the transaction is complete. "We have" — present tense, about things not yet in hand. That is the

same grammar Hebrews uses for faith.

How to read providence without lying to yourself

Here is where careful people go wrong, in both directions: treating every outcome as a verdict on the prayer, or refusing to read

outcomes at all.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Providence is not self-interpreting. Job's friends read his circumstances confidently and were wrong about every one of them.

An outcome tells you what God did; it does not, by itself, tell you why.

Read providence through Scripture, never Scripture through providence. If the outcome seems to teach something the

Bible denies — that God has abandoned you, that he is unwilling, that you are beyond the promise — the outcome has been

misread.

Write it down. Thomas Goodwin's The Returne of Prayers (1636) was written precisely on "how to discern God's answers to

our prayers," and his practical counsel is to keep the account: record what you asked, date it, and watch for the return. Memory

is a poor instrument and gratitude decays without records.

Let the answer be bigger than the request. Most answered prayer is only visible at a scale of years, and much of it is visible in

the person rather than in the circumstance.

Which category above describes the last clear answer you received? Which describes the

one still open?

Ps 106:15 — has God ever given you something you now wish he had withheld?

Practice: start a two-column page. Left: request and date. Right: return and date. Review it

quarterly, out loud, with someone.
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Part  X When to begin, and when to stop

When to begin

The biblical answer is boringly expansive: now, about this, always. "Pray without ceasing" 1 Thess 5:17. "Do not be anxious about

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication… " Phil 4:6 — everything is the operative word. "Casting all your anxieties on

him, because he cares for you" 1 Pet 5:7. And the diagnostic: "You do not have, because you do not ask" James 4:2.

Four specific triggers worth naming, because they are the ones we override:

When to stop — the cases Scripture actually gives

When Scripture commands it about a category — rulers and all in authority 1 Tim 2:1–2, labourers for the harvest Matt 9:38,

enemies and persecutors Matt 5:44, the sick James 5:14, one another James 5:16, and every Christian worker you know

Eph 6:19; Col 4:3.

When a burden arrives and will not leave. Not infallible, but not nothing. Treat a persistent concern for a person as a possible

posting to the wall Isa 62:6.

When you are about to speak. Nehemiah between the question and the answer Neh 2:4.

When you least want to. Reluctance to pray about something is usually information about the something.

When God says stop. Moses, refused the Jordan: "Do not speak to me of this matter again" Deut 3:26. Paul, after three

petitions, receives an answer and never raises it again 2 Cor 12:8–9. This is the clearest category: a definite word closes a

request. Note both men were told no and both kept serving.

1

When the matter is settled by events. David fasts and lies on the ground while the child lives; when the child dies he gets

up, washes, worships, and eats — to the astonishment of his servants. "But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring

him back again?" 2 Sam 12:20–23. Grief continues; petition does not. This is one of the healthiest moments in the Old

Testament.

2

When the answer has come. The petition converts to thanksgiving. Failing to make that conversion is how a prayer list

becomes an anxiety list.

3

When prayer has become a substitute for obedience. "The Lord said to Joshua, 'Get up! Why have you fallen on your

face? Israel has sinned…'" Josh 7:10–11. There is a kind of praying that is avoidance, and God occasionally interrupts it. If the

next step is known and undone, stop praying about it and go do it.

4

When God forbids intercession. "As for you, do not pray for this people… for I will not hear you" Jer 7:16; cf. 11:14; 14:11.

And John's careful sentence about "sin that leads to death": "I do not say that one should pray for that" 1 John 5:16.

5
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HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

That fifth category is the most dangerous paragraph in this document. Jeremiah's prohibition

was direct prophetic revelation about a specific nation at a specific moment under a specific

judgment. It is not a licence to conclude that a person is beyond prayer, and John's own

sentence stops short of forbidding prayer — he declines to command it, which is not the same

thing.

The default is Samuel's: to stop interceding is to sin 1 Sam 12:23. Do not adopt the exception

without a word from God as explicit as Jeremiah's — which, for a New Testament believer with

a closed canon, you will not get.

Practical discernment

When it is genuinely unclear whether to continue, four questions:

And when in doubt, keep praying. Elijah sent his servant seven times. The widow came back until the judge broke. The bias of

Scripture is overwhelmingly toward continuing.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Has God spoken to this in Scripture in a way that settles it? A clear command is not a matter for further petition, only for

obedience.

Is continuing an act of faith or an act of anxiety? Persistence and worry can look identical from outside and are opposite inside.

Has the burden lifted in a way that feels like release rather than fatigue? Weak evidence on its own; real evidence alongside the rest.

What do mature believers who know the situation say? The New Testament assumes discernment is corporate

Acts 15; Prov 11:14.

Is there anything you are praying about instead of obeying about?

David got up, washed, and ate. Where do we need permission to stop asking and start

grieving?

Practice: review your standing requests. Mark each: continue, convert to thanks, or release

with reason.
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Part  XI How prayer builds a church

Praying together does something to a congregation that no other activity does, and the mechanisms are traceable.

HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

Three failure modes, all of them common, none of them hypothetical:

It makes the "our" true. You cannot say "Our Father, give us this day our daily bread" while regarding the man beside you as

no concern of yours. The prayer Jesus taught will not let a congregation be a collection of individuals; it puts everyone's bread

in one request.

1

It kills indifference by prescription. Jesus' specified remedy for enmity is intercession: "Love your enemies and pray for

those who persecute you" Matt 5:44. This is not a nice sentiment; it is a mechanism. It is very difficult to carry a grudge against

someone whose good you are asking God for by name, daily, out loud. Try it on the person in the church you find hardest

and watch what happens to you.

2

It levels the room. "Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed" James 5:16. Prayer

is the one activity in a church where the elder and the newest convert are in identical postures, with identical standing, on

identical grounds.

3

It distributes weight. "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ" Gal 6:2 — with Exodus 17 as the picture.

Some burdens are simply too heavy for the person carrying them, and intercession is how the rest of the body gets under the

load.

4

It builds a shared memory. This is the quiet one, and it comes back to 2 Cor 1:11. A church that prays together and then

reports answers together accumulates a common history — a stock of stories about God that everyone owns. Churches with

that history endure hard years. Churches without it have only their programmes.

5

It requires controlled vulnerability. To ask for prayer is to disclose need. A church where the requests are all about other

people's surgeries is a church where nobody has yet risked saying anything true.

6

Prayer as gossip. "So that we can pray for her" is the most effective disclaimer ever

invented. The test: would you say this sentence if she walked in?

Prayer as indirect rebuke. Addressing God about someone who is in the room and can hear

you. This is a form of cowardice, and everyone present recognises it.

Prayer as performance. Matt 6:5. The cure is not shorter prayers but a different audience.
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TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Name the person in this church you find hardest. Don't say it aloud. Pray for their flourishing

daily for thirty days, then report what changed.

What is our congregation's oldest shared answered-prayer story? Does anyone under thirty

know it?

Practice: begin one meeting a month with testimony of answered prayer before any new

requests are taken.
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Part  XI I Becoming the answer

God's most characteristic response to intercession is to hand the intercessor the assignment. This is not an occasional

irony in Scripture. It is a pattern strong enough to count on.

The pattern

Why it works this way

From first principles, four mechanisms — none of them mystical:

Moses. Israel cries out; God hears; God appears to the man who will be the deliverance and says "I will send you" Ex 2:23–3:10.

Isaiah. The question in the throne room is "Whom shall I send?" and the prophet who has just been purged answers "Here I am!

Send me" Isa 6:8.

Nehemiah. He weeps, fasts and prays for months over a ruined Jerusalem Neh 1:4. The answer is a leave of absence, a royal

escort, timber from the king's forest, and fifty-two days of his own hard labour.

The Twelve. The sharpest case, because the chapter break hides it. "Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out

laborers into his harvest" Matt 9:38. The next sentence: "And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority… "

Matt 10:1. They prayed for workers and were the workers.

Antioch. The church is worshiping and fasting when the Spirit says, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which

I have called them" Acts 13:2. The mission to the Gentiles comes out of a prayer meeting, staffed from the prayer meeting.

Prayer conforms desire. To ask God for something over months is to have your own wanting slowly re-shaped toward his.

Sustained intercession for a need produces, in the intercessor, a corresponding willingness. You cannot hold a thing before

God for a year and remain neutral about it.

1

The intercessor is the best-briefed person available. He knows the need in detail, has thought about it longer than anyone,

and cares. If God is going to use means, that is the obvious instrument in the room.

2

God is making a people, not just outcomes. He could produce the result directly. He frequently does not, because the

greater work is the formation of the one asking. An answer that leaves you unchanged is a smaller answer than one that

makes you into something.

3

Prayer and action are not alternatives. James forbids the split outright: "If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking

in daily food, and one of you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and filled,' without giving them the things needed for the

body, what good is that?" James 2:15–16. And John: "If anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes

his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?" 1 John 3:17. You may not ask God to feed a man whose bread is in

your own cupboard.

4
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The test question

Attach it to every intercession: Lord, am I part of this answer? Then hold the answer to that question honestly, because it cuts two

ways. Some of us pray in order to avoid acting. Others of us act compulsively in order to avoid the vulnerability of asking. The

discipline is to keep both hands open — one to receive an answer, one to be sent.

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here I am! Send me."

ISAIAH 6:8

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Read Matt 9:36–10:1 straight through, ignoring the chapter break. What just happened to the

people who prayed?

Which of your standing requests could you partly answer yourself this week?

Practice: end every intercession for seven days with "and if I am part of this, say so."

The Grammar of Prayer · ervbible.ervbo.com 31



Part  XI I I What hinders prayer

Scripture names the obstructions with uncomfortable specificity. Most of them are relational, and almost none of

them are technique.

HINDRANCE TEXT THE  WORDING  THAT  MATTERS

Cherished sin Ps 66:18 "If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened." Not

committed — cherished. The issue is sin retained on purpose.

Iniquity as

separation

Isa 59:1–2 "His hand is not shortened… but your iniquities have made a separation." The failure is

never on the receiving end.

Injustice Isa 1:15 "Even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood."

Volume of prayer against a background of oppression is an aggravation, not a

mitigation.

Turning from

instruction

Prov 28:9 "If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination." A

man who will not listen may not expect to be listened to.

Unforgiveness Mark 11:25; Matt 6:14–15 "Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone." Placed by

Jesus immediately after the largest promise about faith in prayer.

Dishonour in

marriage

1 Pet 3:7 "…so that your prayers may not be hindered" — enkoptō , to cut into a road to block an

advance. A husband's conduct at home can obstruct his access at the throne.

Self-indulgent

motive

James 4:3 "You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions." The

request may be lawful and the motive still disqualifying.

Double-

mindedness

James 1:6–8 "Let him ask in faith, with no doubting… that person must not suppose that he will

receive anything." Not certainty about the outcome; confidence in the character of the

One asked.

Ignoring the poor Prov 21:13 "Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be

answered." Symmetry is the point.

Idols in the heart Ezek 14:3 "These men have taken their idols into their hearts… should I indeed let myself be

consulted by them?" God declines to be one voice among several.

Pride and display Luke 18:11–14; Matt 6:5 The Pharisee "prayed thus with himself." A prayer aimed at an audience arrives at the

audience.

Not asking James 4:2 "You do not have, because you do not ask." The most common hindrance by an

enormous margin.

Two practical hindrances belong beside the moral ones. Weakness of the body: "the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak"

Matt 26:41 — said with compassion, over sleeping men, in the worst hour of his life. And distraction, which is not named as sin in
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Scripture but is the practical destroyer of most prayer lives, and which is addressed by structure rather than by resolve: a time, a

place, a list, a text.

HAND L E  WI TH  CARE

Do not read every silence as guilt. Job's prayers went unanswered for thirty-seven chapters

and the narrator has already told us he was blameless. Psalm 88 ends in darkness with no

fault confessed. The list above is for honest self-examination, not for constructing an

explanation of someone else's suffering — which is precisely what Job's friends did, and what

God rebuked them for Job 42:7.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Read the table slowly. Which line landed? Sit with it before anyone speaks.

Mark 11:25 — is there a name you need to release before your next prayer?

Practice: a night of confession only. No requests. See what the next week of praying feels

like.
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Part  XIV What makes prayer effectual

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed

fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.

JAMES  5:16–17

The King James has "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much," rendering one Greek participle — ἐνεργουμένη

energoumenē  — with two English adjectives. The grammar is genuinely disputed: middle voice ("as it works," describing the prayer's

own operation) or passive ("when it is energized," i.e. by the Spirit). Either reading resists the popular use of the verse, which treats

fervent as a temperature the pray-er is responsible for generating.

And look what James does next. He anticipates that we will exempt ourselves by admiring Elijah, and forecloses it in five words:

ὁμοιοπαθής homoiopathē s — "of like feelings with us." A man subject to the same moods and fears. The point of the illustration is

the ordinariness of the intercessor.

The ground: three things that are not about you

The correlates: what Scripture does ask of the pray-er

The intercession of the Son. "He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always

lives to make intercession for them" Heb 7:25; Rom 8:34. Your prayer does not arrive alone.

1

The help of the Spirit. He supplies what you cannot formulate and conforms it to the will of God Rom 8:26–27.2

The disposition of the Father. "If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more

will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!" Matt 7:11. The how much more is the whole

argument.

3

A life in fellowship — "righteous" in James is not sinlessness but a life not currently at war with God Ps 66:18.

Faith in his character Heb 11:6; Mark 11:24 — confidence in the One asked, not in the intensity of one's own believing.

Abiding John 15:7 — his words remaining in you is half the condition of the blank cheque.

Obedience 1 John 3:22 — "because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him."

Alignment with the revealed will 1 John 5:14.

Persistence Luke 18:1; Col 4:2.

Earnestness — ektenō s Acts 12:5, agōnizomai Col 4:12. Extension, not volume.

Specificity Mark 10:51.

Agreement with others Matt 18:19–20.

Humility Luke 18:13–14.
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The paradox at the centre

Every item on that list is a description of dependence, not of strength. Ole Hallesby, in Prayer (Norwegian 1927; English 1931) —

still the best short book on the subject — reduced the conditions to two: helplessness and faith. His thesis is that helplessness is

not an obstacle to prayer but the qualification for it, and that prayer is essentially the act of letting Jesus into the need.

E. M. Bounds, from an entirely different temperament, arrives in the same place from the other side: God's method is not better

plans but better men, and prayer is how the men are made. Power Through Prayer (published 1907 as Preacher and Prayer, the only

one of his eight prayer volumes to appear in his lifetime) is essentially one argument repeated until it lands.

So: effectual prayer is weak prayer laying hold of a strong Christ. That is not a consolation for people whose prayers lack power. It

is the definition of the thing.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

A forgiving heart Mark 11:25.

If "fervent" is not a temperature you generate, what is left for you to do?

Homoiopathē s — what excuse does that word take away?

Practice: pray one request from helplessness — no arguments for your own case, only the

need stated and Christ's merit named.
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Part  XV Christ at prayer

The disciples watched Jesus teach, heal and raise the dead without asking him to teach them how. They watched him

pray and said, "Lord, teach us to pray" Luke 11:1.

The record

TH E  HARD E S T  VE RS E  ON  ANSWE RE D  PRAYE R

"In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears,

to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence"

Heb 5:7.

He asked not to die. He died. And Hebrews says the prayer was heard. Whatever "unanswered

prayer" means, it cannot mean what we usually take it to mean — because by that definition

the most reverent prayer ever prayed went unanswered, and Scripture says the opposite. He

was heard, and saved through death rather than from it. Every Christian who has prayed for a

rescue that did not come stands on this verse.

Habitual solitude. "Rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and

there he prayed" Mark 1:35. Luke uses an imperfect — he used to withdraw to desolate places and pray Luke 5:16. A pattern, not an

episode.

Before decisions. "He went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. And when day came, he

called his disciples and chose from them twelve" Luke 6:12–13.

In public, for others' sake. At Lazarus' tomb: "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me,

but I said this on account of the people standing around" John 11:41–42.

For individuals by name. "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you… but I have prayed for you that your faith may

not fail" Luke 22:31–32. Peter still denied him. The prayer was not that he would not fall but that his faith would not finally fail —

and it didn't.

In agony. Gethsemane Matt 26:36–46: an explicit, urgent petition — "let this cup pass from me" — and an unreserved submission,

repeated three times, with the sweat and the sleeping friends.

From the cross. Intercession for his executioners Luke 23:34, the cry of dereliction which is Psalm 22 prayed Matt 27:46, and a

psalm at the end Luke 23:46; Ps 31:5.

Now. "He always lives to make intercession" Heb 7:25. The praying did not stop at the ascension; it changed venue.
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The pattern prayer

Given as a template — "Pray then like this" Matt 6:9 — and in Luke as a form: "When you pray, say…" Luke 11:2. Both a model and a

text. The Reformation catechisms treat it as the rule of prayer and expound it clause by clause: Heidelberg Lord's Days 45–52,

Westminster Shorter Catechism questions 98–107.

Three structural observations worth teaching:

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

The order is theological. Three petitions about God — name, kingdom, will — precede three about us — bread,

forgiveness, deliverance. The order is the correction most prayer lists need.

1

It is entirely plural. Even prayed alone, you are praying for a family.2

It is short, and it is comprehensive. Everything in this document fits somewhere under those six petitions. Adoration

under "hallowed." Submission under "your will be done." Supplication under "daily bread." Confession and forgiveness of

others, welded into one clause. Deliverance and spiritual conflict at the end. If you wanted one teaching outline for prayer,

you could do far worse than simply to preach these six.

3

Why "teach us to pray" and not "teach us to heal"?

Pray the Lord's Prayer one petition at a time, pausing after each to fill it with your own

specifics.

Practice: read Heb 5:7 beside a prayer of yours that was refused. What does "he was heard"

do to it?
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Part  XVI Hard questions

If God is immutable, what do the texts where he "relents" mean?

"And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people" Ex 32:14. Nineveh repents and "God relented

of the disaster that he had said he would do to them" Jonah 3:10. Hezekiah is told he will die, prays, and is given fifteen years

2 Kgs 20:1–6.

The classical reading: these are accommodated descriptions of a God whose purpose includes both the warning and the response to

it. The same book of Samuel that says "the Strength of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have

regret" also says "the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king" 1 Sam 15:29, 35 — within thirty verses. The author is not confused;

he is using two registers. Announced judgments frequently carry an implicit condition, which Jeremiah states as a general principle

Jer 18:7–10.

The relational reading, held by open and some Arminian theists, takes the language more directly: God genuinely responds, and the

future of free creaturely acts is not exhaustively settled. It has the advantage of reading the narratives at face value and the

disadvantage of straining texts like Isa 46:9–10 and the whole doctrine of exhaustive foreknowledge.

Where this lands practically is the same either way: God has attached real outcomes to prayer, and Scripture tells us to pray as though

it matters, because it does. Aquinas' formulation remains the cleanest — prayer does not change the divine plan; it is included within

it as a genuine cause.

Can you test prayer empirically?

This one deserves a careful answer rather than a dismissive one, because the instinct behind it is a good one.

The obstacle is not that prayer is beyond measurement in principle. It is that petitionary prayer, as Scripture describes it, is not the

kind of process that a controlled trial can model. Three category problems:

The honest position: the biblical case for prayer is not an empirical one and is not weakened by the absence of an empirical one, any

more than the case for gratitude is weakened by our inability to randomize it. What Scripture offers instead is testimony, promise,

and the invitation to a long personal experiment whose results are legible mostly in retrospect — which is why Goodwin told

Christians to keep the ledger.

The agent is personal, not mechanical. A trial assumes an input-output relation stable under repetition. Scripture describes a

Father exercising judgment about each request, weighing motive James 4:3, and frequently answering in a different currency than

the one requested. The response function is not merely noisy; it is deliberative.

The control group is not controlled. You cannot construct a population nobody is praying for.

Scripture explicitly rules out the design. "You shall not put the Lord your God to the test" Deut 6:16; Matt 4:7 — which is

precisely the protocol of a trial: arranging circumstances to compel a demonstration. The one place God does invite a test is

tithing Mal 3:10, and it is a covenant invitation, not a general licence.
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Praying to saints, and for the dead

Since you read Aquinas, the divide is worth stating fairly. The Catholic position distinguishes latria (worship, due to God alone)

from asking the saints in glory to intercede, which it classes as the same kind of request one makes of a living Christian — and treats

prayer for the dead as an act of charity toward those being purified, appealing to 2 Macc 12:44–45 among other grounds.

The Protestant objection rests on three points: there is no biblical instance of a believer addressing anyone but God in prayer; 1

Timothy 2:5 names one mediator; and the deuterocanonical basis for prayers for the dead is not received as canonical. Scripture

nowhere forbids it in so many words, and nowhere models it — and for the Reformers, the silence of the model was decisive.

Why pray for what God has already decreed?

Because Daniel did. He read the seventy years in Jeremiah, knew the term was fixed, and "turned his face to the Lord God, seeking

him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting" Dan 9:2–3. The certainty of the end was his reason for praying, not his excuse for

not. That is the settled biblical instinct: a promise is a summons to pray, not a substitute for it.

What about prayers that end in darkness?

Psalm 88 has no resolution. Its last word in Hebrew is darkness. It was canonized, set to music, and given a choirmaster's tune.

Whatever else that means, it means God has made room in the church's authorized speech for a prayer that does not come out right

— and that a believer praying in the dark is doing something the Bible has already provided words for.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

Which answer to the "why pray if God has decreed it" question do you actually live by?

What would it take to convince you prayer "works"? Is that the right question?

Practice: read Psalm 88 as the closing prayer of a meeting, with no commentary afterward.
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Part  XVI I A rule of prayer

Doctrine without a practice evaporates. What follows is a workable structure — not a law, and deliberately modest

about how much any of it can be sustained.

Fixed times

Scripture's pray-ers kept hours. "Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint" Ps 55:17. Daniel "got down on his knees

three times a day" — and kept doing it when it was made a capital offence Dan 6:10. Peter and John go up to the temple "at the hour

of prayer, the ninth hour" Acts 3:1; Peter goes to the roof "about the sixth hour" Acts 10:9. The New Testament church inherited a

timetable and did not abolish it.

A fixed time is not more spiritual than a spontaneous one. It is more likely. Structure is what carries a practice through the months

when desire is low, and desire, in the ordinary Christian life, is often low.

Material

The reason most prayer lives stall is not a failure of will but a shortage of material — the same forty phrases about the same six

topics. Four supplies:

The ledger

Two columns: request with date, return with date. This is Goodwin's discipline from 1636 and it does three things nothing else does

— it makes you specific, it converts petitions into thanksgivings at the right moment, and it builds the evidence base that carries you

through the next dry stretch.

The Psalter. Athanasius, in his Letter to Marcellinus, observed that the Psalms differ from the rest of Scripture in that they speak

the reader's own words back for him. Calvin, in the preface to his Psalms commentary, called the book "an anatomy of all the

parts of the soul." Pray a psalm a day and you will pray things you would never have thought to say.

Paul's prayers. Eph 1:15–23; 3:14–21; Phil 1:9–11; Col 1:9–14; 1 Thess 3:11–13; 2 Thess 1:11–12. D. A. Carson's A Call to Spiritual

Reformation (1992) exists to teach you to pray these, and his core observation is uncomfortable: Paul's requests are almost

entirely for spiritual growth, while ours are almost entirely for circumstances.

Written prayers. Not a substitute for your own words — a way of raising them. Matthew Henry's A Method for Prayer (1710)

supplies scriptural language under every head. The Valley of Vision (ed. Arthur Bennett, 1975) collects Puritan prayers of

remarkable compression. The collects of the Book of Common Prayer are a master class in saying one thing exactly.

A list. Unglamorous and indispensable. Organize by day so that a large number of people get prayed for properly rather than a

small number vaguely.
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Household and family

"These words that I command you today shall be on your heart… you shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you

walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise" Deut 6:6–7. Short, regular, and survivable beats long and abandoned: a

psalm, one paragraph, prayer for three named people, done.

A one-page daily shape

MOVEMENT MATERIAL ROUGHLY

Address and adore One attribute from the passage just read; "hallowed be your name" 3 min

Confess Specific, named, agreeing with God's verdict; then rest in 1 John 1:9 3 min

Give thanks From the ledger — yesterday's returns before today's requests 3 min

Pray the text A psalm or a Pauline prayer, line by line, aloud 10 min

Intercede Today's column of the list, by name, with one specific ask each 10 min

Petition Your own needs, plainly, with the Gethsemane clause 5 min

Listen and submit Silence; then "if I am part of any of this, say so" 3 min

Roughly forty minutes, and the first week you attempt it you will get through half. That is normal. Cut the times, not the

movements.

TAKE  I T  TO  TH E  GROU P

What is the actual obstacle for you — time, material, or desire? Different problems, different

fixes.

Build a shared list for the group, by day, and use it.

Practice: commit to the shape above at half the stated times, for four weeks, and report.
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Part  XVI I I Reading and listening

Titles, authors and dates below are verified. Where something is commonly misattributed, it is flagged. ★ marks the

ones to read first.

I F  YOU  READ  ONLY  F IVE

★ Ole Hallesby, Prayer Norwegian 1927;  English 1931

The best short book on prayer in print. Thesis: helplessness and faith are the only two conditions. Reads like a

pastor talking quietly to one person.

★ D. A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation: Priorities from Paul and His Prayers 1992

Exegesis of Paul's prayers that quietly reorganizes what you ask for. The single most useful corrective to

circumstance-driven praying.

★ Timothy Keller, Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God 2014

The best modern synthesis — Augustine, Luther and Calvin on prayer, made usable. Strong on the relationship

between theology and practice.

★ Donald S. Whitney, Praying the Bible 2015

Ninety minutes to read, and it will change your next week. One idea: pray through a psalm saying whatever

each line prompts. The diagnosis of why prayer gets boring is worth the book by itself.

★ Paul E. Miller, A Praying Life: Connecting with God in a Distracting World 2009

For anyone whose prayer life has gone flat or cynical. Unusually honest about unanswered prayer and about

praying as a parent.

ANCIENT,  MEDIEVAL ,  REFORMAT ION

Augustine, Letter 130, to Proba c. 411–412

A letter to a wealthy widow on how to pray, containing his exposition of the Lord's Prayer and his argument that

all right prayer is contained in it. Short; cite as Ep. 130.

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae II-II, q. 83 c. 1271–72

Seventeen articles on prayer under the virtue of religion. Article 2 is the definitive treatment of whether prayer

can be fitting if providence is fixed. Read a.1–2, 5–7, 15–17 at minimum.
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John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, III.20 1559

"Of Prayer, which is the Chief Exercise of Faith" — the longest chapter in the Institutes, with four rules of right

prayer and a full exposition of the Lord's Prayer. If you read one pre-modern treatment, read this one.

John Bunyan, I Will Pray with the Spirit 1662 or 1663

Written from prison, on 1 Cor 14:15, against merely formal prayer. Full title is much longer; year is disputed

between 1662 and 1663.

Thomas Goodwin, The Returne of Prayers 1636

A whole treatise on how to discern God's answers — the best single source on the material in Part IX, and the

origin of the ledger discipline.

John Owen, A Discourse of the Work of the Holy Spirit in Prayer 1682

In Works, vol. 4. Dense and rewarding on what "praying in the Spirit" means. Not a first book.

Matthew Henry, A Method for Prayer 1710

Scriptural language arranged under every head of prayer. The Banner of Truth edition is retitled A Way to Pray

(ed. O. Palmer Robertson). Use it as a quarry, not a script.

Arthur Bennett, ed., The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions 1975

Bennett is the editor, not the author — cite him as such. Compressed, exact, occasionally devastating.

THE  PRAYER -REVIVAL  CLASSICS

Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer 1885

Thirty-one lessons drawn from Jesus' own teaching. Warm, devotional, occasionally overreaching on the

promises — read it alongside Carson.

E. M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer 1907

Published in his lifetime as Preacher and Prayer. One argument, hammered: God's method is men, not plans.

The other seven volumes — The Necessity of Prayer, The Essentials of Prayer, The Possibilities of Prayer, Purpose

in Prayer, The Reality of Prayer, The Weapon of Prayer, Prayer and Praying Men — were issued posthumously and

are collected as The Complete Works of E. M. Bounds on Prayer (eight volumes).

R. A. Torrey, How to Pray 1900

Plain, practical, strong on the conditions of prevailing prayer.
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P. T. Forsyth, The Soul of Prayer 1916

The most theologically searching book on this list. His chapter on the insistency of prayer — prayer as wrestling

that God himself both resists and supplies — is unmatched. Difficult prose; worth it.

Samuel Chadwick, The Path of Prayer posthumous;  earliest confirmed ed. 1934

Methodist, brief, bracing. Chadwick died in 1932; dates on this one vary between editions.

Leonard Ravenhill, Why Revival Tarries 1959

Strictly a book on revival, with prayer as its burden throughout. If you want him directly on prayer: Revival

Praying (1962) or A Treasury of Prayer (1961, drawn from Bounds). Prophetic register — take the rebuke,

discount the rhetoric.

CORPORATE  PRAYER  SPECIF ICALLY

★ Megan Hill, Praying Together: The Priority and Privilege of Prayer in Our Homes, Communities, and Churches 2016

The best treatment of praying together — biblical, practical, and unusually good on the home and the small

group as well as the assembly.

John Onwuchekwa, Prayer: How Praying Together Shapes the Church 2018

9Marks "Building Healthy Churches" series. Short, ecclesiological, written for church leaders rebuilding a

prayer meeting from nothing.

C. H. Spurgeon, Only a Prayer Meeting: Forty Addresses at Metropolitan Tabernacle and Other Prayer-Meetings 1901

Posthumous. His own addresses to the Monday evening meeting, plus counsel on conducting one. The

standard citation for the Tabernacle prayer meetings, and far better evidence than the boiler-room anecdote.

Jim Cymbala with Dean Merrill, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire 1997

Narrative rather than exposition: what happened at Brooklyn Tabernacle when the prayer meeting became the

centre of the church. Read as testimony, not as method.

SPURGEON  ON  PRAYER  —  THE  SERMONS

All verified by title, text, and sermon number. Free at spurgeongems.org and spurgeon.org.
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SERMON TEXT NO. DATE

The Throne of Grace Heb 4:16 1024 19 Nov 1871

Order and Argument in Prayer Job 23:3–4 700 MTP vol. 12

Ask and Have James 4:2–3 1682 1 Oct 1882

The Golden Key of Prayer Jer 33:3 619 MTP vol. 11

The Secret of Power in Prayer John 15:7 2002 8 Jan 1888

The Conditions of Power in Prayer 1 John 3:22–24 1103 22 Mar 1873

True Prayer — True Power! Mark 11:24 328 12 Aug 1860

Intercessory Prayer Job 42:10 404 11 Aug 1861

Pleading Ps 70:5 1018 28 Oct 1871

Prayer — The Forerunner of Mercy Ezek 36:37 138 28 June 1857

TWO  C I TATI ON  TRAPS

The Power of Prayer in a Believer's Life (1993) is a modern compilation of the sermons above,

edited by Robert Hall — not a book Spurgeon wrote. Cite the editor.

Effective Prayer, the Chapel Library booklet, is the sermon "Order and Argument in Prayer"

under a different title. Listing both double-counts the same text.

YOUR  OWN  SHELF  —  WIERSBE ,  LUTZER ,  PIPER

Warren W. Wiersbe, On Earth as It Is in Heaven: How the Lord's Prayer Teaches Us to Pray More Effectively 2010

His genuine book on prayer, and a good one — vintage Wiersbe on the six petitions. Correction:On Being a

Servant of God is about ministry, not prayer, and does not belong on a prayer list. Prayer, Praise and Promises is a

daily devotional through the Psalms — excellent, but a devotional rather than a treatment of prayer.

Erwin W. Lutzer, Covering Your Life in Prayer: Discover a Life-Changing Conversation with God 2013

His main dedicated book on prayer; also A Practical Guide for Praying Parents (Moody). Correction: Prevailing

Prayer is D. L. Moody's book — Lutzer appears on the 2016 Moody Classics edition as a contributor of front

matter, not as its author.
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John Piper, A Hunger for God: Desiring God through Fasting and Prayer 1997

The closest thing to a Piper book on prayer, framed around fasting. Also ch. 6 of Desiring God (1986), "Prayer:

The Power of Christian Hedonism," with his memorable framing of prayer as a wartime walkie-talkie rather

than a domestic intercom. Note: Piper has no prayer-only volume.

Tim Chester, You Can Pray: Finding Grace to Pray Every Day 2014

Short, gracious, and aimed at the person who has concluded they are bad at this.
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Part  XIX Teaching plan and short version

A six-session plan

Each session assumes ninety minutes: forty of teaching, twenty of discussion, thirty of actually praying. That last figure is the one

every class cuts first and the one that makes the difference.

SESSION COVERS TEXT  TO  PRAY ASSIGNMENT

1. Why, and to

whom

Parts I, IV — prayer as response; the Father, Son

and Spirit in prayer

Eph 1:15–23 Read four verses before praying,

every day.

2. The whole range Parts II, III — the vocabulary; the fourteen

modes

Psalm 145, then

Psalm 13

Pray one neglected mode daily;

report.

3. Asking well Parts V, XIV — God's will, pleading Scripture,

what makes prayer effectual

Daniel 9:4–19 Bring one promise you can

legitimately plead.

4. Praying together Parts VI, VII, XI — corporate prayer, chains and

watches, the church

Acts 4:24–30 Set and keep one twelve-hour

watch as a group.

5. Waiting and

answers

Parts VIII, IX, X — delay, the taxonomy of

answers, when to stop

Psalm 88, then

Hebrews 5:7

Start the two-column ledger.

6. Obstacles and

sending

Parts XII, XIII, XVII — becoming the answer,

hindrances, a rule of prayer

Isaiah 6:1–8 Commit to a written rule for ninety

days.

Use Part XVI as an optional seventh session wherever the group has an engineer, a sceptic, or a recent bereavement — it is the part

that addresses all three.

The short version

SE LF-CONTAINED  —  PUBL I SHABLE  ON  I TS  OWN

Prayer, in the Bible, is not a technique for obtaining things from God. It is the creature's answer to a God who has spoken first. The

Bible introduces it not with instructions but as something that began: "At that time people began to call on the name of the Lord."

A name had been given. Prayer is response before it is request.

Its range is far wider than most of us practise. Scripture's pray-ers adore, confess, give thanks, ask, intercede, listen, lament, vow,

bless and cry out — and the vocabulary underneath is correspondingly rich. The Hebrew word for prayer is built on a root meaning

to step into the gap. The Greek of one verse stacks four distinct words: supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings. A prayer

life that only asks is using a quarter of the instrument. A church that never laments has lost a third of the Psalter.
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Christian prayer has a definite architecture: to the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit. To pray "in Jesus' name" is not to add a

formula but to come on his merit, in union with him, for his purposes — and the Son's mediation is not a workaround for a cold

Father, since Jesus says plainly, "the Father himself loves you." Beneath us, the Spirit takes requests we cannot even formulate and

conforms them to the will of God. The believer's prayer is bracketed on both sides by God himself.

Praying together is the default, not the advanced course. Jesus taught his disciples a prayer with no singular pronoun in it. The first

church devoted itself to the prayers. Corporate prayer makes the "our" true, kills indifference by prescription — Jesus' remedy for

enmity is to pray for the enemy — levels the room, distributes weight too heavy for one person, and builds a shared memory of God

that carries a congregation through hard years. Numbers are not leverage; God is not counting signatures. But Paul asks for many

intercessors and says why: so that many will give thanks. The answer's purpose includes the chorus that follows it.

Sustained, organized prayer has a biblical warrant, and an aggressive one. When Moses' arms failed, the answer was more hands,

not fewer hours. God posts watchmen on the walls and tells them to give him no rest. And in Revelation the prayers of the saints are

collected in golden bowls and kept — which is the real answer to whether long prayer matters. Nothing prayed has evaporated.

Answers come in more forms than yes, no and wait. Granted as asked; granted in a different currency; refused with something

better named; granted decades later; granted through the one who prayed; and — most soberingly — granted in judgment, as when

God "gave them what they asked, but sent a wasting disease among them." The deepest case is Hebrews 5:7: Jesus prayed to be

spared death, died, and the text says he was heard. Whatever unanswered prayer means, it cannot mean what we usually take it to

mean.

What blocks prayer is almost never technique. Scripture names cherished sin, injustice, unforgiveness, dishonour at home, self-

indulgent motive, contempt for the poor, idols in the heart, and — most commonly by far — simply not asking. What makes prayer

effectual is not the intensity the pray-er can generate. James picks Elijah as his example and immediately says he was "a man with a

nature like ours." The power is in the Son who intercedes above, the Spirit who intercedes within, and the Father who gives good

things to those who ask. Effectual prayer is weak prayer laying hold of a strong Christ.

And very often God's answer is to hand the one who prayed the assignment. Moses prays and is sent. Nehemiah weeps over a

ruined city and ends up rebuilding it. Jesus tells his disciples to pray for labourers for the harvest — and in the next sentence sends the

men who prayed. Which suggests the right ending to every intercession: Lord, am I part of this answer?
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Scripture references follow standard English versification; quotations are given in a plain

rendering close to the ESV unless a version is named. Greek and Hebrew are transliterated for

readability, with the original supplied where the form matters to the argument.

Where a historical claim rests on tradition rather than documentation — the Herrnhut watch, the

Tabernacle boiler room — it is marked as such in the text.
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